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Cabinetmaker Harmonized Level 1 

STANDARDIZED LEVEL EXAM (SLE) BREAKDOWN 

The following table shows the number of questions per General Area of Competency (GAC) and 
Competency on the Cabinetmaker Harmonized Level 1 SLE. 
 

Number of questions on each exam: 80 

 

Level 1 GAC/Competency # 

A. PERFORM SAFETY-RELATED FUNCTIONS 4 

 A1. Maintain safe work environment 2 

 A2. Use personal protective equipment (PPE) and safety equipment 2 

B. USE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 9 

 B1. Use hand, portable power, and pneumatic tools and equipment 4 

 B2. Use stationary power tools 5 

C. ORGANIZE WORK 16 

 C1. Interpret prints and drawings 5 

 C2. Plan projects 4 

 C3. Create designs 2 

 C4. Perform layout of cabinets, furniture, and architectural millwork 5 

D. PERFORM ROUTINE WORK PRACTICES 4 

 D1. Handle materials, supplies, and products 0 

 D4. Select hardware 2 

 D5. Select adhesives and sealants 2 

E. USE COMMUNICATION AND MENTORING TECHNIQUES 0 

 E1. Use communication techniques 0 

F. 
MACHINE COMPONENTS USING STATIONARY AND PORTABLE POWER 
TOOLS 

19 

 F1. Breakout solid wood 4 

 F2. Dress solid wood 5 

 F3. Shape solid wood 1 

 F4. Breakout sheet materials 2 
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Level 1 GAC/Competency # 

 F5. Machine sheet materials 1 

 F6. Machine joints 5 

 F7. Perform sanding 1 

I. LAMINATE WOOD AND COMPOSITE MATERIALS 4 

 I1. Arrange materials for laminating 1 

 I2. Apply adhesive for laminating 1 

 I3. Clamp pieces together 2 

K. APPLY LAMINATE SHEETS 4 

 K1. Select laminate sheets 2 

 K2. Prepare laminate sheets and substrates 2 

L. ASSEMBLE CABINETS AND FURNITURE 14 

 L1. Assemble cabinet components 7 

 L2. Assemble furniture components 5 

 L3. Combine cabinet and furniture components into final assemblies 2 

N.  PREPARE SURFACE FOR FINISHING 6 

 N1. Repair imperfections 2 

 N2. Prepare parts for finishing 2 

 N3. Perform final sanding for surfaces 2 

Total: 80 
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