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Heavy Equipment Operator 

CERTIFICATE OF QUALIFICATION BREAKDOWN 

The following table shows the number of questions per General Area of Competency (GAC) on the 
Heavy Equipment Operator Certificate of Qualification Exam. 
 

Number of questions on each exam: 118 

 

Certificate of Qualification GAC # 

A. CORE: WORKSITE HEALTH AND SAFETY PRACTICES 23 

B. CORE: ESSENTIAL HEAVY EQUIPMENT KNOWLEDGE 30 

C. CORE: EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES 1 

D. CORE: JOB CONTROL AND ENGINEERING BASICS 34 

E. CORE: ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS, PROTECTION, AND 
ENHANCEMENT 

3 

F to K. F TO K: COMMON OPERATION 6 

F. OPERATE HAUL TRUCK 4 

G. OPERATE LOADER 3 

H. OPERATE BACKHOE 2 

I. OPERATE DOZER 4 

J. OPERATE EXCAVATOR 4 

K. OPERATE GRADER 4 

Total: 118 
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